
South Otago High School  
Newsletter, 12th August 2016 
Nga mihi mahana ki a koutou katoa  
Warm greetings to you all 

Dear Parents/Caregivers 
Kia Ora Tatou   
This week our senior students should be finalising their 
preparation for their practice exams. For family and 
whanau, please do talk to your child about the 
importance of these practice exams. The result that 
students attain in these practice exams may be needed if 
they are unable to sit the final exam at the end of the 
year. Students should be doing the appropriate 
preparation to ensure that they can achieve the best result 
possible. 
 
SNOB 
Last Friday was the highlight of the school social 
calendar and there was a great turn out of Year 12 and 13 
students and invited guests. The SNOB Committee did a 
fantastic job in preparing for the event. They were well 
supported by a number of adults and groups and their 
help is also greatly appreciated. They have certainly set a 
challenge to the 2017 SNOB Committee to put on a 
comparable event next year. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the staff 
and adults who assisted our students in the preparation or 
on the night. Also a special thanks to the Year 10 
students who waited tables and assisted with clearing up 
on the night. 
 
Olympics 
This week has seen the start of the Olympics in Rio. On 
Wednesday, I reflected with the students that, whilst 
there have been usual and unexpected triumphs and 
tragedies of this event, the coverage has shown that 
many of the participants work with similar values that 
we have at SOHS.  
 
We naturally have seen the value of excellence with the 
performance of so many of our athletes. There has also 
been determination of the equestrian team and also 
Natalie Rooney who won silver in the trap shooting 
event. Natalie had qualified late and was forced to make 
her own arrangements to get to Rio and the event. 
 
Also there was the incredible respect shown by the 
Women's Rugby Sevens team who has some decisions 
go against them in their final. When they spoke 
afterwards they supported each other and demonstrated 
their respect to the opposition and the officials. 
 
I encourage all our students to use our Olympians as 
positive role models to follow and emulate. 
Ka kite ano 
Mr Mike Wright  
Principal 

NZQA FEES AND FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
Last week senior students were given a copy of the 
NCEA invoice to bring home. This invoice 
includes all standards students are currently 
entered into. If this did not come home or you 
would like another copy please email me. 
  
Without financial assistance the fees are $ 76.70 
per student. Any student taking scholarship 
subjects is also charged another $ 30.00 per 
scholarship subject. Financial assistance is 
available for families receiving a benefit or with a 
Community Services Card, or if the total fees to 
pay is higher than $200. Application forms are 
available from the office or from myself. 
  
Applications for financial assistance must be made 
to the school office before Wednesday 17 August 
2016.  Applications after this date cannot be 
accepted or processed by the school. 
  
The final date for paying NCEA fees by internet 
banking is Wednesday 31 August 2016.  The final 
date for other payments is 3.30pm Wednesday 7 
September 2016. All payments after this date need 
to be made directly to NZQA.  
Amanda Smith ŀǎƳƛǘƘϪǎƻƘǎΦǎŎƘƻƻƭΦƴȊ  
Principalôs Nominee to NZQA 

mailto:asmith@sohs.school.nz


Board of Trustees 
Student Representative 

 

Would you like to stand as a  
student representative?   

This is a 12 month positionñyou attend Board 
of Trustee meetings once a month 

 

Nominations open  
Monday, 15th August  
and close 9th September 

 
Voting for the student rep will  
be held at the end of Term 

 
Call at the office for a nomination form and job description after 

15th August 

Photos: SOHS has enjoyed hosting a contingent of Chinese students and teachers for the last two 
weeks.  

Rugby 
This weekend sees the penultimate round of Saturday 
matches for most of our teams, following last weekôs 
cancellations. Matches and venues are as follows: 
¶ 1st XV v Dunstan 1st XV, Alexandra, 1pm (Co-

Ed Cup Knockout Semi) 
¶ Colts v Dunstan U15, SOHS #1, 1pm 
¶ U14 v Dunstan U14, SOHS #2, 1pm 
 
The minvans for travelling teams will leave SOHS at 
9.30am. Cost is $10 per player. The Colts will change 
in the New Gym and the U14s will use the Old Gym. 
There will be an after match function in the SOHS Hall 
so players will need to bring a plate please. 
Greg Heller  
TIC Rugby 

South Otago High School 
Year 10 Health 
Sexuality Information 
 Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
Year 10 Health lessons are about to start their topic on Sexu-
ality. Teachers will use the Family Planning Sexual Road 
resource for this unit. During the unit the following topics 
will be covered: 

¶ Sexual orientations 

¶ Recap of conception 

¶ Sex 

¶ Pregnancy 

¶ Contraception 

¶ STIôs 
  
Beyond these topics student choice will gauge other topics to 
be covered. These include pleasure, hurt, respect, fears, love, 
pressure and making safe sexual choices. 
  
These topics are taught in a sensitive and caring way in both 
group and individual activities. The main aims of the unit are 
to: 
  

¶ Establish a safe environment that allows students to 
discuss sexuality openly and comfortably. 

¶ To mark emerging sexuality and sexual progression as 
a normal developmental stage that all young people 
experience. 

¶ To encourage greater understanding and sensitivity 
about changes in both males and females. 

¶ To encourage discussion and communication with 
trusted adults around sexuality related issues. 

¶ To explore and continue to develop values and atti-
tudes around sexuality. 

¶ To encourage positive decision making and assertive-
ness skills. 

  
It is important to acknowledge that although teaching will 
focus on the above topics, student questions and discussions 
may arise that are not specifically mentioned above. 
  
Parents and caregivers are reminded of their right to with-
draw their children from these lessons. If you wish to do so, 
please supply a written request as soon as possible to your 
child's health teacher. 
Anna OôSullivan 
HOD Physical Education and Health 

Gold Slip Winners 
3rd August 2016 
¶ Mason Tourell  11MU 
¶ Luka Wilson  9SW 
¶ Jack Dent   9HA 



COURSE SELECTION 2017 
One of the most important times in the school year is the challenge of course selection for students. Trying to figure 
out which classes to select and if they align to their career choice, will it be fun and is it purposeful? All very good 
questions that students and parents have struggled with for years. 
 
To help with this important task South Otago High School is putting in place several exciting new ideas to make a 
studentôs time at school more meaningful and engaging. We start this process on Wednesday August 24th with a 
course selection evening. At this evening presentation we will discuss how NCEA works, the range of courses on 
offer and how to best align courses to potential careers. Our HODôs will be present to answer any questions as will a 
careers representative. Students and their whanau in Years 9-12 are warmly invited to this evening to hear about 
NCEA and to help guide them in their course selection for 2017. 
 
There are some innovative changes to the timetable for 2017 that are designed to enhance the learning opportunities 
for our students. Senior students are now only required to select 5 senior courses rather than the traditional 6. As part 
of this process a senior teacher will work with each student to ensure their selections allow them to have academic 
success and meet any criteria for their chosen career. The reasoning behind this is to allow the students to focus on 
doing a smaller number of assessments better ï much of the community feedback in recent years has been around the 
overload many of our busy young people face with balancing study, sports and other commitments. We hope to see a 
real focus from every student on achieving to their potential. 
 
Secondly, we have established the timetabling of 90 minute periods on a Friday in order to assist in raising achieve-
ment. For students in Years 9 and 10 these 90 minute periods are set aside for mainstream curriculum time. The basis 
of this change is to allow extra time for students to engage in essential learning. Often teachers and students find 
themselves short of time to complete experiments, class discussions, group work etc. These extended periods are an 
opportunity to engage students in deeper and more meaningful learning than 60 minutes can offer. Again, we are 
confident these extended periods will result in students developing more critical thinking skills and to be more active 
participants in their learning. 
 
For students in Years 11-13 the 90 minute periods are the most exciting opportunity we have been able to offer in 
some time. Students will be asked to select extra courses that will run term by term. Schools are often restricted by 
staffing and numbers on what subjects can be offered in a mainstream curriculum. During these Friday periods we 
are able to extensively broaden the range of subjects on offer. This is an opportunity for students to have a voice in 
what it is they want to learn.  Opportunities such as Media Studies, Legal Studies, World of Wearable Arts,  Tour-
ism, extra technology time or scholarship tutorials will be offered among many others. Where applicable these cours-
es will offer NCEA credits to assist students in meeting their academic goals. Allowing students the freedom to se-
lect a broader range of courses will aid them in determining their career choices, it will enhance their learning expe-
rience at school and most significantly it will give them a sense of ownership over their learning and engage them 
more in school. Details on these Friday courses will be available to students and whanau early in Term 4. 
This is an exciting time for both students and the school as we move to make this an engaging and truly meaningful 
learning experience for our young people. 
Paul McDowall 
Deputy Principal 

Term Three Upcoming Events 

¶ Thursday 18th  - Tuesday 23rd August .......................... Senior School Examinations 

¶ Wednesday 24th August ................................................. NCEA and Course Selection Evening  7.00pm - Hall 

¶ Thursday 25th - Friday 26th August .............................. Year 12 ODE and PE Ski Trip 

¶ Monday 29th August - Friday 2nd September ............... Winter Tournament Week 

 
Dayna Newburyôs  artwork was shown in show in The Block NZ last night, and the auction has also gone live to auc-
tion her artwork for the charity I Have a Dream.  
 
¶ You can see the post by The Block NZ here https://www.facebook.com/TheBlockTV3/ 
¶ The post from Emma and Courtney here https://www.facebook.com/EmmaAndCourtney/?fref=ts 
¶ The information on The Block NZ/TV3 Website here http://www.tv3.co.nz/The-Block-NZ-Art-Challenge---

Art-Auctions/tabid/5275/articleID/129471/Default.aspx?ref=rotator 
¶ And the Trade Me auction here http://www.trademe.co.nz/Browse/Listing.aspx?id=1139970802 
¶ If you did want to see it in show you can see the episode here, it is featured just past half way http://

www.3now.co.nz/shows/the-block-nz/season-5-ep-44/127327/129476 



  Thursday 

18th August 

Friday 

19th August 

Monday 

22nd August 

Tuesday 

23rd August 

Assemble 
8.45am 

9.00am-
12.00pm 

  

Hall unless in-
dicated 

  

*indicates both 
A and B classes 
combined 

  

11 Accounting 

11 History 

12 English* 

13 Calculus 

  

  

 

  

  

11 English *      
12 History 

12 Physics 

13 Biology 

  

 

 

  

  

11 Science* 

12 Biology 

13 Chemistry 

13 Accounting 

  

 

 

  

11 DMT 

12 Geography 

13 History 

13 Drama 

11 Art Prac (T1) 

  

 

Assemble 1pm 

1.10pm-4.10 

pm 

  

Hall unless in-
dicated 

  

*indicates both 
A and B classes 
combined 

11 Maths* 

12 Accounting 

12 Drama 

12 DMT 

13 Physics 

13 Economics 

  

 

11 Geography 

12 Chemistry 

12 Music 

13 Geography 

  

  

  

 

  

  

 

11 Economics 

11 Drama 

12 Maths 

13 English 

 

  

  

 

  

  

  

11 Hospitality 

12 Economics 

12/13 Art Prac. 
(T1) 
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Senior Examinations 
All senior students (Years 11-13) will be granted exam leave for the four days and should only attend school to 
sit their designated examinations. 
 
In the event of unavailability due to illness or unforeseen circumstances, please notify the office prior to the 
examination. Arrangements can then be made to sit a ócatch-upô examination. 
 
Where a student has a clash of examination times, they must discuss this with both of their teachers, settle on 
which one they will sit in the allocated slot and then make arrangements to sit a ócatch-upô exam in another 
slot that suits. All examinations must be completed within the allocated four days. 
Greg Heller 
Deputy Principal 



Well-Being Week 
This week we have had a focus on well-being with lunch time activities that focus on mental and physical well-
being. Students have had the opportunity to participate in yoga, leisure activities, fitness based tasks and fitness 
based tasks and colouring in was also popular as a way to relax and take some time out at lunch time. These activi-
ties built towards the cross country and fun and walk Friday period 5. Well done to all students who participated in 
the run/walk and the various activities throughout the week. 
Anna OôSullivan 
HOD Physical Education and Health 
 
 

Recycle Plastic Bottles Project 
The Alternative Technology class working out of the Learning Centre has decided to have a go at the 

Fair Go Ad Awards in 2016. 
The project is to build something out of used plastic bottles and make a video to promote the product. 
We would like donations of washed, used plastic bottles please, any kinds. These can be left at the  

Learning Centre wheredesign team members will include them in their build.  
Thank you. 

Barry Munro - Alt Tech teacher. 


