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KUA HINGA TO TOTARA | TE WAO NUI A TANE
(A Totara has fallen in the forest of Tane)
Matua Piripi Gage...
We call on everyone to come and celebrate the life of this wonderful
man who has touched the hearts and lives of many...
The Memorial Service will be held on Saturday 25 ™ March at 1pm at
the Balclutha Town Hall.
(please bring a plate, tea and coffee provided)
Nau mai, haere mai koutou katoa)
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ATTENDANCE MATTERS

ATTENDANCE IS A LEGAL
REQUIREMENT UP TO 16 YEARS -
BEING AT SCHOOL, ON TIME.

IN CLASS, ALL DAY.

(Refer Education Act 1989 Sections 20,25,29

Children who are at school

* Have no learning gaps

* Know what is happening

* Enjoy school more

* Can achieve to potential

* Have increased self esteem
Establish good relationships

NOT AT SCHOOL IS NOT OK

TRUANCY IS BEING ABSENT OR LATE WHEN A STUDENT COULD HAVE
BEEN AT SCHOOL. ANY UNJUSTIFIED ABSENCE IS TRUANCY.

“ Late, tired, slept in

* School refusal

* Time off for minor ailments

* Looking after family member

* Avoiding swimming, school camp, athletics, speech, tests
* Private tuition or coaching

* Term time holidays or ski trips

* Childs birthday, grandma visit

Toughen up - this is truancy. Seek prior approval from the principal for important events.

Regularly discuss school goals and praise efforts
Have regular bedtimes on school nights

Remove electronic equipment from bedroom

Use an alarm clock

Ensure homework is done, uniform and lunch
ready and bag packed at night

Don’t wait for small concerns to grow - act
sooner not later

PUNCTUALITY IS IMPORTANT

During the first 10 minutes of the day teachers
* greet the class

* give important notices

* set up the plan for the day

* review what has been learnt

* set the tasks for a lesson

It is not surprising if the late child does not know
what is happening. In primary school often the
same two subjects are taught first thing, gaps
develop and learning becomes harder.

In secondary school some children will not go into
class late and miss the whole period - this creates
bigger problems.

The Principal decides what is a justified
absence and what is not.

Approved absences include:

* Genuine illness (wait 24 hours after diarrhea or vomiting)
* Death of a near relative

* Other absences with prior approval of the
Principal.

Make appointments outside of school hours if possible
The principal may ask for Doctors Certificates.

CHILDREN MISS OUT IF THEY
MISS SCHOOL

Other children keep on learning while a child

is absent. When a child returns there are

learning gaps. The child may feel:

* the teacher did not explain

* other children know more

* not part of team work - in class or in the
play ground.

They are always trying to catch up on missed

work and activities. Costs to the child may

include:

* feelings of social isolation

* loss of learning and social confidence

* reduced self esteem



